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See the story - watch the clip…

Kayleigh’s Love Story – Leicestershire Police recount the background to this tragic case

Kayleigh’s Love Story – with family permission, this (YouTube) film was made by Leicestershire 
Police, covering some of the final 14 days of Kayleigh’s life. (CAUTION: Cinema rating would be 15)

https://www.leics.police.uk/kayleighslovestory#:~:text=Kayleigh's%20Love%20Story%20is%20a,even%20knowing%20it%20is%20happening.
https://youtu.be/WsbYHI-rZOE


Kayleigh Haywood began speaking to Luke Harlow, a man she had never met, on 31 October 2015.

Over the course of 13 days, they exchanged 2643 messages. Harlow told the 15-year-old all the 
things many teenage girls want to hear. He told her she was beautiful, how much he cared for her 
and that she was special.

Harlow was grooming Kayleigh, along with two other young girls he had also been speaking to. But 
it was Kayleigh that finally agreed to his requests to spend the night of Friday 13 November 2015 
at his house.

She spent the next day with him too, and in the early hours of Sunday 15 November, having been 
held against her will by Harlow and by his next door neighbour Stephen Beadman, Kayleigh was 
raped and murdered by Beadman.

Online grooming and the dangers of speaking to people online 

With the support of Kayleigh’s family, Leicestershire Police made the film about aspects of the last 
two weeks of her life. 

Kayleigh’s Love Story is as a warning to young people, both girls and boys, about the dangers of 
speaking to people they don’t know online. The film highlights just how quick and easy it can be 
for children to be groomed online without them or those around them knowing it is happening. Its 
purpose is to protect children now, and in the future, and to stop another family losing a child in 
this way. 

It’s vital that young people understand the importance of staying safe online and parents can spot 
the signs that may indicate their child is being groomed. There is a fact sheet for parents that 
contains information about online grooming and the tell-tale signs and behaviours.

Please read this, your tutor may read it out to you…

https://www.getsafeonline.org/personal/article-category/safeguarding-children/
https://www.leics.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/gr/grooming/
https://www.leics.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/gr/grooming/


Grooming, what is it?

• Grooming is when someone builds an emotional connection with a 
child to gain their trust for the purposes of sexual abuse, sexual 
exploitation or trafficking. Children and young people can be groomed 
online or face-to-face, by a stranger or by someone they know - for 
example a family member, friend or professional.



Class activity

• Mind map the different social media there are.

• How many of these do YOU have?

• How many “friends or “followers” do you have on each of these sites?

• How many of those “friends” or “followers” have you ACTUALLY met?

• Those you haven’t met - how do you know that they are who they say 
they are?



What should you do?

• Clean up your social media by getting rid of people you 
don’t actually know…..if you’re worried they’ll be 
offended, who cares, you don’t know them.

• Block them.

• Check your privacy settings and make sure ONLY your 
friends can see your stuff.

• If you’re ever “not sure” about someone – don’t take 
the risk.

• If you’re worried you’re into something you’re 
regretting or desperately want to get out of….tell 
someone. We will listen and take action on your behalf.
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